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Claim 

1. A range finding visual field selecting device comprising: 
image pickup means; 
an electronic view finder; 

selecting means which is able to set a range finding visual field to a 
desired area among a plurality of areas set on a screen; 

focus detecting means for detecting a focus state based on an 
output signal of said image pickup means which corresponds to inside of a 
range finding visual field selected by said selecting means; 

means for generating, in response to a selection of said selecting 
means, a range finding visual field position detection signal concerning a 
position of said range finding visual field in said screen; 

means for synthesizing an output signal of said image pickup 
means and said range finding visual field position designating signal, and 
transfering said output signal and the range finding visual field positioning 
designating signal to said electronic view finder; and 

means for automatically setting said range finding visual field to 
the initial position regardless of a position selected by said selecting means 
when activating the device, said initial position being substantially the 
center of said screen. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 (A) is an explanatory view which shows an example of a range 
finding visual field division of a range finding visual field selecting device 
of the present invention. 

Fig. 1 (B) is an explanatory view which shows another example of a range 



finding visual field division. 

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the range finding visual 
field selecting device of the present invention. 

Fig. 3 (a) is a wave form view which indicates a signal of a part a in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 3 (f) is a wave form view which indicates a signal of a part f in Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is an explanatory view which shows another example of a contour 
display of a range finding visual field on an electronic view finder in a 
range fiding visual field selecting device of the present invention. 
Fig. 5 is an explanatory view which shows a part for taking out a focus 
adjusting signal from image pickup element in a conventional auto-focus 
adjusting device. 

Brief Description of the Refere nce Numbers 

11 . . . solid-state image pickup element as an example of an image pickup 
means 

14... synchronizing signal generating circuit 
16... encoder 

17. . . joy stick as an example for a range finding visual field selecting 
means 

18... microcomputer 

19. . . character generator 

20... signal synthesizing circuit 

21 . . . electronic view finder 

22. . . analog switch 

23 . . . AF device 
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